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the work she and Hayley did on the PastPerfect Cataloging 
Program. And finally, we were thrilled when a former Fluco and 
Jessie Hunt Award winner, Laura Donahue, requested an intern-
ship to learn more about the archival process at the Society. All 
of the interns have worked hard and have accomplished a great 
deal. We wish them great success in their future endeavors and 
look forward to welcoming them back next summer. See Hayley 
Tartaglino’s article on her work with the cataloging project and 
many other important tasks she completed this summer.

The Museums
Many new visitors from close by and far away traveled to the 

museums this summer. Open every Wednesday and weekends, 
the Old Stone Jail Museum continues to draw residents and 
their guests to view the historic Jail and the many artifacts on 
display in the museum. Our excellent volunteer museum guides 
lead the tours interpreting the history of Fluvanna County for 
our many visitors. Aiding the more experienced guides this 
summer, were our new interns who learned the tour scripts and 
worked as guides. We thank Katie Henry, Hannah Scruggs, 
and Casey Talley for their exceptional work as guides at the 
Jail. Thank you to all of our amazing and generous hostesses 
who greeted the guests at Maggie’s House prior to touring the 

Jail. And a special thanks to all of our museum guides this sum-
mer: Mary Beckman, Kathy Brent, Ruth Campopiano, Ruth 
Edquist, Emily Gordon, Joanne Jones, Betty McGehee, Hilda 
and Jay Pendergrass, Juanita Steere, Carolyn Casey, Chuck 
Westrater, Nancye and Bud Mauldin, Mildred and Bobby 
Shumake. We couldn’t keep the museums open without your 
gift of time and expertise. Thank you!

This past March, after the Museum Committee considered 
the needs for the museum for the coming year and presented 

News from the Director
Judith Mickelson

Black History Exhibit at Maggie’s House: A celebration of Black History 
in Fluvanna County.

Eden Brown, Laura Donahue, Hayley Tartaglino, Katie Henry, Casey 
Talley (Hannah Scruggs not pictured).
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As summer winds down in Palmyra and all the spring flowers 
have long-since faded, giving summer blooms a chance to take 
over, we see the busiest hive of energy and activity flourishing at 
Maggie’s House. This summer we were fortunate to engage the 
help of many new summer interns, as well as our experienced 
Intern from last summer, Hayley Tartaglino. With a new crew 
of six or more college and high school students, it has felt 
like a learning center and a productive arena for archival and 
museum studies. We were lucky to learn that Katie Henry, a 
senior at Fluvanna County High School, requested the Society 
for her internship for this summer, and for her Governors’ 
School project for the Fall. Katie has done a wonderful job of 
learning the archival methods as well as becoming an excellent 
guide for the Old Stone Jail Museum. Hannah Scruggs, this 
years’ recipient of the Jessie Hunt Award worked with us this 
summer as well, also learning the art of archival conservation 
and museum guiding. Hannah will be attending The College 
of William and Mary in the fall.

It was wonderful for us when Casey Talley, a Senior at the 
Covenant School, and daughter of one of our long-time Flu-
vanna families, requested to work as an intern, and she has been 
a great addition to our team as a guide and archivist. Once I 
thought we had our team in place with three interns and our 
senior Intern, Hayley Tartaglino, we heard from Hayley and 
Tosh Bance, who were interested in learning about museum 
studies and conservation. Hayley is a junior at Collegiate School 
in Richmond and Tosh is a junior at Hampden-Sydney College 
near Farmville. Eden Brown, who attends Mary Washington 
College, had time this summer to join us. She has continued 

See Director on page 6.
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Recent Gifts
Judith Mickelson

As always, we are most grateful for donations of Fluvanna-related 
items and for generous donations of time and financial support. We 
thank the following for recent contributions:

Donations for the Museums
 Ruth  Campopiano: Professional display case for an important 

artifact, an early 1800s Colona Ware pot for cooking used at Bremo 
Plantation.

 Anne and Bobby Bishop: Software program, DeedMapper, for 
more extensive archival research of land holdings.

 Gene Crotty: Signed copy of his book Jefferson’s Legacy: His 
Own University.

 Sally Meyer: Full set of the Historical Society’s Bulletin.
 Beryl Pullinger: Handmade Fluvanna farm rake for display at 

the Holland-Page Place.
 Rosalie Benton Lee: Original watercolor painted by Harriet 

Snead of house in Fork Union built by Willie Payne Snead and photo 
of “The Farm,” Fork Union.

 Cindy Ann and Gene Trentacosta: Iron works artifacts presum-
ably from the early 1800s Jail that was located on the first Courthouse 
land.

 John Robins: Donation of a map case to be used for large archival 
documents.

Donations of Time or Services
 Ed Bear: Contribution of the English plants now established at 

Maggie’s House. Ed has raised these plants from cuttings from the 
elder boxwood around the Old Stone Jail.

 Euxine Faix: Countless hours working on the Archival Indexing 
and other great computer services.

 Chuck Westrater: Thanks for all the extra help with handyman 
chores at Maggie’s House, and at the Holland-Page Place.

 Chris Lenicheck and Chuck Westrater: Researching and catalog-
ing the armaments collection in the museum.

 Dave Sagarin: Photography services recently completed on the 
Rosenwald grants.

 David Stemple: Sharing his photographs with the Society.
 Grover Smiley of GSI Services: Donation of a building inspection 

of Dunbar School in connection with the Rosenwald Grant.
A special thanks to our editor, Clara Colby, for her extraordinary 

talent in editing and publishing the newsletters.
And to Patsy Griffin and Dorothy Brookman, who are responsible 

for your getting the newsletters and bulletins throughout the year.

the Board with a proposal, the Board agreed to allocate funds 
for conservation framing for several of our most important 
documents, as well as for the salaried summer intern, Hayley 
Tartaglino. We are very grateful to the Board for funding these 
requests.

In response to a request for a much-needed professionally-
made case for the Colono Ware pot, c.1810, from Bremo, we 
received a very generous donation from Ruth Campopiano for 
the purchase of this case. Please visit the Old Stone Jail Museum 
and see what a great improvement this case makes to the Bremo 
Room in the Jail. Many thanks to you, Ruth.

Every year we invite our volunteers on a “Volunteer Apprecia-
tion Trip” to a historic site or home. On Tuesday, September 29, 
we will be touring the Frontier Culture Museum in Staunton, 
Virginia. We look forward to a wonderful day of history and 
lunch at the Park. We hope all the volunteers will attend. We 
have had wonderful trips in the past and this one promises to 
be a real history-lovers experience. 

With all of our projects and continuing work on our Archive 
collection, we applaud our volunteer Archivists, who continu-
ously and graciously give of their time and energy to work at the 
Society and promote our mission of preservation and educa-
tion. Thank you for your work to preserve Fluvanna history. 
We could not accomplish this good reputation without your 
help, your enthusiasm and your generosity.

Lastly, I am very appreciative of the support I have received 
from our Executive Board and Directors and from all our 
volunteers. You make my job a truly rewarding one, and I look 
forward to another productive year as Director, with many new 
and exciting challenges.

Director (continued)

Case donated by Ruth Campopiano for Colono  
Ware pot.
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Welcome to New Members
From Virginia:
Charlottesville: Will Paulsen
Oilville: David & Patricia Dalton
Palmyra: George P. Cossoulos, Horace Scruggs Family
Richmond: “Teede” Johnson
Scottsville: May Lithgow
From outside Virginia:
Washington, DC: Ann Y. Bauersfield
Alpharetta, GA: Jennifer B. Jacoby
Medina, OH: Barbara Flowers
Conestoga, PA: Dennis Webber
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Over the years, the Society has been enormously successful 
in obtaining and using grants to carry out its programs. In 
fact, without grants we would not have most of the facilities 
and programs we now enjoy. I thought it may be useful to our 
membership to recap some of the most recent success stories 
associated with our grants.

African American History
In the last three years the Society has received two grants to 

carry out our initiative to collect and share the rich history of 
Fluvanna’s African American community. We received a $3,000 
grant from the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities to pre-
serve a unique photo album with pictures of early 20th Century 
African American schools, faculty and students in Fluvanna, to 
video or tape the recollections of students and teachers from 
the Rosenwald Schools, and to produce displays associated with 
that history. We recorded over a dozen fascinating interviews. 

The photos have been digitally restored and recently displayed. 
These photos were the collection of the Late Paul Spraggs and 
loaned to the Society by Mozell Booker.

Emily Buggs and her daughter Becky Buggs, with Janet Williams. In 
April 2009, Emily and Becky Buggs shared their stories about living in 
Fluvanna County.

Historical Society Success Story – Grants Aid in Our Initiatives
Marvin Moss

Last year we received a $3,000 grant from the Alice  
Rosenwald Foundation to begin planning the restoration and 
adaptive re-use of the Dunbar Rosenwald School. We just 
received our consultant’s report on the building in the last few 
weeks and will be using this master plan to seek additional 
funding for the ultimate restoration of the school. The Dunbar 
School is on Route 635 in the southern part of the county.

We are also in the process of seeking grants for the restoration 
and interpretation of the New Fork High School. This small 
wooden building, owned by the New Fork Baptist Church, is 
also on Route 635 not far from Route 6. We have applied to 
the Perry Foundation, the Beirne Carter Foundation and the 
Charlottesville Community Foundation for a total of $47,000 
in grants to carry out this program.

The Pleasant Grove House
The Society has been working closely with Fluvanna County 

on obtaining adequate funding for the restoration and expan-
sion of the Pleasant Grove House. The Board of Supervisors 
recently authorized the staff to go out for bids on this project, 
and it is assumed that construction will begin this calendar 
year. The Society raised $120,000 from three different private 
foundations to assist the county in covering the costs of the 
restoration.

These are just recent examples of our successful use of grants.  
Other grants were used for the purchase of Maggie’s House and 
its restoration, for the creation of the Village Park, stabilization 
of the Palmyra Mill, restoration of the Holland-Page Place, 
restoration of the summer kitchen at the Pleasant Grove House 
as well as purchase of software, computers, cameras, and other 
technical aspects of our day to day operations. Further restora-
tion on Maggie’s House was completed and included enclosing 
the back porch for a conference room, updating the bathroom, 
interior and exterior painting and a brick path in front of the 
Old Stone Jail Museum as well as a magnificent stone wall 
outside of Maggie’s House. Our Executive Director’s salary has 
also been covered by grants for the last four years.
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Autographed Books Available
The Society still has some autographed copies of the following books for sale at Maggie’s House:
Mr. Jefferson’s River – The Rivanna, by Minnie Lee McGehee
Twilight at Monticello and Unwise Passions, both by Alan Pell Crawford
Jefferson, A Monticello Sampler,  by Rick Britton
Please come by to see these informative books. They make great gifts to friends and family.
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www.fluvannahistory.org

Historical Society Board 
Officers

President	 Marvin Moss
1st V. Pres.	 Deborah Murdock
2nd V. Pres.	 Emily Gordon
Treasurer	 Jacques Ruch
Recording Sec.	 Euxine Faix
Corres. Sec.	 Ruth Edquist

Directors
Columbia	 Betty McGehee
Cunningham	 Beryl Pullinger
Fork Union	 Hilda Pendergrass
Palmyra		 Juanita Steere
Rivanna		 Chuck Westrater
At-Large	 Jane Berkeley
At-Large	 Kathy Brent
At-Large	 Don Kunard
At-Large	 Harriet Loving
At-Large	 Irene Newton

Volunteer Opportunities
Would you like to work with historic documents in our Archives or guide vistitors 

through the Old Stone Jail Museum or the Holland-Page Place? We’d love to have you 
on our team of enthusiastic volunteers. You do not need special skills. We will train you. 
Please call Judy Mickelson, 589-7910 or email judemickel@aol.com.

Volunteer Appreciation Trip Scheduled
If you have been a volunteer for the Society, we honor your time and service with 

one to two Volunteer Appreciation Trips every year. On Tuesday,  September 29, we 
will tour the Frontier Culture Museum in Staunton, Virginia. We hope you will be 
able to join us. A letter will be arriving in your mail box soon. Put September 29th  
on your calendars! Thank you for all you do for the Society!

At-Large Directors to be Elected at Annual Meeting
At-large directors of the Historical Society will be elected at the Annual Meeting 

on October 11. The nominees include Jane Berkeley, Kathy Brent, Don Kunard, 
Harriet Loving and Irene Newton.


